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First Thoughts of the IB Coordinator

What kind of student is a good candidate for the DP?

» The DP is a rigorous course of study for motivated students

» Prior academic success is less an indicator of ability to earn the
diploma than is a student’s determination to do his or her best

» Willingness to be organized in order to complete the work while
leading a full, balanced life

» Strong commitment to learning in and beyond the classroom

» A student who attends lessons regularly! According to the Hessian
School Regulations, a student can be expelled from school if missing
too many days unexcused.

(GemdR § 82 Abs. 2 Satz 1 Nr. 7 des Hessischen Schulgesetzes in der Fassung vom 01.08.2017)



Entry requirements for SISS students

» Fulfill the requirements for a “Mittlerer Abschluss”

> Have an average of at least 3.0 in the main subjects English,
one Science, Mathematics, and German (end of Year 10 report

card).

> Have an average of at least 3.0 for all the other subjects
together.

» AND have a minimum grade C for the 5 IGCSE core

subjects.
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Entry requirements for external students

English is the main language of instruction at SISS Secondary - level B1
is not enough!

~ Documentation of report cards from years 9 to 10 must be complete
» They must also have an excellent attendance record in year 10.

~ The final decision of acceptance is made by the principal of the
Schuldorf in consultation with the IB Coordinator.

> Usually, applicants will be assessed in the IGCSE subjects English,
Maths and Language B - other subjects are possible.

~ Attend interview if considered appropriate.




Further requirements for external applicants

~ Proof of language proficiency of a foreign language (German or
Spanish) must be provided, equivalent to level B1; or for French

if we offer it as an IB subject

» Either Biology, Chemistry Physics or Combined Sciences has
been studied (to be checked with Hessian state regulations and

the Sciences department) at an IGCSE level

» Knowledge and skills in Mathematics must be equivalent to

IGCSE International Mathematics standards




Timeline IB DP 2025 - 2027

Aug 2025 Sept 2025 Oct 2025 Nov 2025 Dec 2025 Jan 2026
Year 11/ First Second Second report card 1t
IB Core intro | assessments | assessments | assessments semester
Feb 2026 Mar 2026 Apr 2026 May 2026 Jun 2026 Jul 2026
2" semester Third Third Fourth First IAwork /| report card
starts assessments | assessments | assessments first 10s 2nd semester
Aug 2026 Sept 2026 Oct 2026 Nov 2026 Dec 2026 Jan 2027
Year 12 Final asserIsnrilents Mock exams /
holidays assessments / . |As report card 1t
|As / EE final
|As |As semester
draft
Feb 2027 Mar 2027 Apr 2027 May 2027 Jun 2027 Jul 2027
nd
2"Y semester final CAS 1 week study Maths SL July 6% 1B
: . leave before IB exams module
interview grades out

IB exams

vectors




The IB Diploma Programme

» The Diploma Programme (DP) is a curriculum framework designed by the
International Baccalaureate (IB) for students in the last two years of high
school

> The IB DP is also taught within the framework of Hessian School

regulations!!!
» Study six subjects: three SL/ three HL plus PE
» Complete: TOK, the EE and CAS

~ Earn a minimum of 24 points out of a possible 45 points on IA, 10s
combined with final exams (externally marked and moderated by the IB)

eive the IB diploma

i




The IB DP at SISS Secondary

> Offered courses depend on availability !!!
~ choose six subjects, one from each group 1 to 5.

~ Three subjects must be chosen at Higher Level, three at Standard
Level.

~ We cannot offer any online courses!

» The combinations of Physics/Biology and Geography HL/Global Politics are
not possible

~ A student may choose a subject from the list that they have not had as an
IGCSE subject




Courses we like to offer at SISS Secondary

six subjects

English A: Language

STUDIES IN LANGUAGE and Literature Sl e
AND LITERATURE German A: Language . 0
and Literature
three SL Spanish B a o
LANGUAGE
German B u a
(3 lessons per week) ACQUISITION
French B d n/a
and Geography o Q
INDIVIDUALS AND .
three HL SOCIETIES Global Politics a a
History d a
(5 lessons a week) Biology Q o
SCIENCES Physics a Q
and y
Chemistry a a
TOK (2 lessons) Maths: Analysis and
approaches a a
MATHEMATICS
Maths: Applications and o
and PE interpretation n/a
THE ARTS Visual Arts a
2 lessons) n/a




The Core of the IB DP

» The Extended Essay (EE)
» Theory of knowledge (TOK)

» Creativity, activity, service (CAS)




v

Year 11/12 assessments / report card

The Assessment policy of the State International School Seeheim
Jugenheim follows the core principles of Hessen State School
regulations (see “Verordnung zur Gestaltung des Schulverhaltnisses
vom 19. August 2011%) and the IBO

report card after the 1st and 2"d semester
Grades are based on the work during a semester
Ratio: written / all other work is about 50/50

Usually there are two written assessments per subject each semester in
Y11, one in semester 1 in Year 12

Y12 second semester: students write IB mock exams (after winter-
break), which count as the written assessment

A student must not have a mark 1 in any IB subject or PE at any time in their
ort card or they have to repeat that school year.



Advance from year 11 to 12

» Students must have at least 24 total marks in their 6
IB subjects on their second semester report card Year
11

» Students with less than 24 total marks at the end of
Year 11 either repeat Year 11 or leave school

» Students with 24 or more total marks may repeat
Year 11 in order to improve



Total marks for the IB Diploma

» The candidate can get from grade 1 (lowest) up to
grade 7 (highest) for each subject course.

» SL and HL courses count the same.

» Combined letter grades for TOK and the EE can score
from O to 3 (extra) points in addition.

» Maximum possible points total for a DP student: 45




Receiving the IB Diploma

CAS requirements have been met.
The candidate’s total points are 24 or more.

There is no “N” awarded for theory of knowledge, the extended essay
or for a contributing subject.

There is no grade E for TOK and/or the EE.

There is no grade 1 awarded in a subject/level.

There are no more than two grade 2s awarded (HL or SL).

There are no more than three grade 3s or below awarded (HL or SL).

The candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects (for
candiglates who register for four HL subjects, the three highest grades
count).

The candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects.

The candidate has not received a penalty for academic misconduct
from the Final Award Committee.




1X. “German Recognition of IB Diploma”

>

you must have two languages: Language A English / German
B or Spanish B ; or English A / German A ; or German A /
Spanish B

One course in History, Geography or Global Politics
one science: Physics, Biology or Chemistry

Mathematics Analysis and Approaches (SL or HL) or
Applications and Interpretation (SL)

Subject 6 is either Visual Arts or an additional one from
groups 1 to 4

For final IB subject exam marks, each course must be passed
with at least a 4 or

At most one mark 3 - but not lower - is allowed if a course at
the same or higher level is at least marked with a 5

einbarung lUber die Anerkennung des International Baccalaureate Diploma”:
ultusministerkonferenz vom 10.03.1986 i.d. F. vom 15.6.2023)



Average Grade for an IB Diploma

Conversion is performed using the following formula:

N = 1+3 Pmax - P
Pmax - Pmin
where
N = average grade to be calculated
P = total score received for IB diploma

Pmax = 42 points (IB total score without bonus points)
Pmin = 24 points (lower benchmark)
N = 1.0 (where 42 <P <453)

,Vereinbarung uber die Anerkennung des International Baccalaureate Diploma”:
Beschluss der Kultusministerkonferenz vom 10.03.1986 i. d. F. vom 15.6.2023)




Final Thoughts

The IB DP is a fantastic opportunity for students who are
motivated, principled and willing to study hard!

We take Academic Integrity very seriously!

Now, IB students have their own tutor (similar to a “class
teacher")

All IB students go on a final trip in the fall of year 12

Inclusive Access Arrangements are carefully considered
(must be requested at the beginning of Year 11)




The most typical questions 1

Which German course do | take?

- A student fulfilling the requirements of IB German B to

successfully complete exams at the beginning of Year 11
has to choose German A (or Spanish B).

- If a German A student requests to continue with German B,
we always discuss the situation with the German teachers
(A and B) and the IB Coordinator.

> Sometimes the school suggests to parents/students to
rather take German B and not German A if their skills and
knowledge lack depth to study German A successfully.




The most typical questions 2

Do | need German to be able to study in
Germany?

> Theoretically, a student can choose English A and Spanish B
to fulfill the KMK requirements for the “Allgemeine
Hochschulzugangsberechtigung®.

> Yet, this is not advisable as a student from SISS usually has
to take a German entry test at university - sometimes even
if they have taken German A.




The most typical questions 3

Am | good enough for Mathematics HL?

> It is highly advisable to not only look at the report card
grade (at least a 2) and the IGCSE grade but to discuss it
with the maths teacher.

> Trust your maths teacher‘s opinion if you are a
candidate for HL or not.

- And if you choose HL do not give up too early as it takes
a lot of time to adopt to IB mathematics.

- Every year a student may want to change from HL to SL
so make a reasonable decision beforehand.




The most typical questions 4

What is the minimum size of a course?

- Course sizes vary a lot.

o

Some subjects are taught together to be able to offer that
subject, e.g. in Physics.

We do not have a defined minimum number of students for

(0]

a course.

(0]

Courses offered always depend on the school‘s resources.

(0]

Our aim is always to offer as many courses as possible.




The most typical questions 5

Which courses are offered?

- Students first select subject courses in February.

> With these numbers we decide which courses can be
offered depending on the school‘s resources.

Example: if 20 students choose Biology HL and 1 - 3 students ask
for SL, it is NOT possible to offer Biology SL.

- QOver the last years, we always offered HL courses in all
sciences, maths, English A, German B, Geography, Global

Politics




The most typical questions 6

Can | change a course once school has started?
- In rare cases a student may request a change of course or
level after the IB DP has started.

- The deadline for the request is the last day before fall
break!
- The student has to accept the school‘s final decision!

> It is not possible if due to a change a course would become

too small or too big.




The most typical questions 7

Are all subject courses taught together?

- |f possible we offer HL and SL courses separately.
- Maths and English are not taught together.

> |If a course is taught together (HL/SL), then it has to do with
our resources (teachers, number of lessons, money, ...)

- Examples: usually, German B, Spanish B and Physics are
taught together; sometimes also Geography, Global Politics,

Chemistry ...




The most typical questions 8

Who are the new subject teachers?

- We can never foretell who will be teaching next year‘s IB
courses as often enough we need to make some changes to
guarantee that all classes, courses and subjects can be
taught (not just the IB courses).

> A course choice should not rely on who might be teaching
the following year, of course.




The most typical questions 8

Do | need German to be able to study in
Germany?

> Theoretically, a student can choose English A and Spanish B
to fulfill the KMK requirements for the “Allgemeine
Hochschulzugangsberechtigung®.

> Yet, this is not advisable as a student from SISS usually has
to take a German entry test at university - sometimes even
if they have taken German A.




The most typical questions 9

Is French B offered as an IB course?

> This depends on the number of students who would like to
take it.

- |If we offer it, it will be taught together with the Gymnasium
French course.

> QOver the last years we could not offer it regularly.




Questions?
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